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1. Introduction 
 

Superfine luxury fibres such as cashmere, alpaca, superfine wool, and other 
delicate animal fibres present a fundamental weaving challenge. 

They are valued because they are: 

●​ Soft 

●​ Fine 

●​ Low in stiffness 

●​ Aesthetically refined 

These same qualities also make them difficult to process. 

Typical weaving problems include: 

●​ Weak yarn strength 

●​ Unstable running behaviour 

●​ Breakage under tension 

●​ Distortion during fabric formation 

●​ Poor survivability during handling before finishing 
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Water soluble yarn can be used as a temporary support element to improve 
processability during weaving. 

After weaving and subsequent wet processing, the support yarn is dissolved and 
removed. 

The final fabric remains based on the primary luxury fibre system rather than on a 
permanent reinforcement yarn. 

 

 

 

2. Purpose of This Application 
 

This document explains the use of 20°C water soluble yarn, Ne 40/1, as a 
support yarn in weaving superfine, high-value fabrics. 

The objective is not to make the final fabric stronger by leaving a second yarn in 
place. 

The objective is to provide temporary support during processing, especially 
where the main yarn is too fine, fragile, unstable, or valuable to be handled 
aggressively. 

This application is relevant where mills want to: 

●​ Weave finer counts than would otherwise be practical 

●​ Reduce breakage of fragile yarns 

●​ Stabilize difficult constructions 

●​ Reduce damage caused by mechanical handling or extraction methods 

●​ Preserve softness, drape, and luxury character in the final cloth 
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3. Core Principle 
 

Water soluble yarn is not used here as a conventional textile yarn. 

It is used as a temporary process tool. 

Its role is to: 

●​ Assist formation 

●​ Improve survivability 

●​ Stabilize structure 

●​ Then disappear 

This is the key principle. 

The value of the soluble yarn lies in what it makes possible during weaving, not in 
its presence in the finished fabric. 

 

 

 

4. Why Superfine Fibres Create Weaving Difficulty 
 

Superfine fibres often combine several difficult properties at the same time. 

These may include: 

●​ Low yarn strength 

●​ Limited abrasion tolerance 

●​ High sensitivity to tension variation 
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●​ Compressibility and softness 

●​ Hairiness or surface delicacy 

●​ Reduced resistance to repeated loom stress 

A yarn that performs beautifully in the finished fabric may still be difficult to 
process through: 

●​ Warping 

●​ Drawing-in 

●​ Loom running 

●​ Beat-up 

●​ Take-up 

●​ Inspection 

●​ Transport to finishing 

In many cases, the design challenge is not the appearance of the fabric.​
It is the process survivability of the fibre system before finishing is complete. 

 

 

 

5. Why Use Water Soluble Yarn Instead of Permanent 
Reinforcement 
 

A permanent support yarn may improve processability, but it also changes the 
final fabric. 

Possible effects include: 

Technical Reference Document                                                                                                                      Page 4 



 

●​ Higher stiffness 

●​ Reduced softness 

●​ Altered handle 

●​ Changed drape 

●​ Changed visual character 

●​ Departure from the intended luxury composition 

Water soluble yarn offers a different path. 

It allows temporary support during weaving without forcing the final fabric to 
permanently carry the cost of reinforcement. 

This makes it attractive for fabrics where softness, purity of handle, and delicacy 
are central to value. 

 

 

 

6. Why 20°C Solubility Matters in This Application 
 

For luxury and temperature-sensitive materials, lower-temperature dissolution is 
significant. 

A yarn designed to dissolve at approximately 20°C offers potential advantages: 

●​ No requirement for high-temperature removal 

●​ Lower thermal stress on delicate fibres 

●​ Compatibility with gentler wet processes 

●​ Simpler removal route in suitable systems 
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This may be particularly important where: 

●​ The luxury fibre is sensitive to harsh finishing 

●​ The fabric must maintain a refined handle 

●​ Aggressive removal conditions are undesirable 

However, low-temperature solubility also introduces higher sensitivity before 
intended removal. 

This trade-off must be understood clearly. 

 

 

 

7. Main Application Modes in Weaving 
 

Water soluble yarn may be used in several ways in superfine fibre weaving. 

The correct mode depends on the weakness, instability, or process difficulty 
being addressed. 

 

7.1 Temporary Reinforcement of Fragile Yarn Systems 

This is the most important use case in your context. 

The water soluble yarn acts as a temporary reinforcement partner for a very fine 
or weak yarn system. 

Its purpose is to help the main yarn survive processing stress. 

This may help reduce: 

●​ End breakage 
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●​ Distortion 

●​ Instability during loom running 

The water soluble yarn is not intended to become the structural basis of the final 
fabric. 

It is intended to strengthen processability during weaving only. 

 

 

 

7.2 Temporary Support in Open or Unstable Constructions 

Some luxury constructions are structurally unstable before wet finishing. 

A water soluble yarn can help hold the structure during weaving and early 
handling. 

After removal, the fabric can relax into its intended final state. 

 

 

 

7.3 Zone-Specific Support 

In some cases, support may not be required across the full width or throughout 
the entire structure. 

It may be needed only in: 

●​ Selected zones 

●​ Edges 

●​ Unstable motifs 
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●​ Areas of concentrated stress 

This can reduce the total amount of support yarn used and simplify dissolution. 

 

 

 

7.4 Support for Experimental or Premium Lightweight Fabrics 

When developing fabrics at the boundary of practical weaveability, a temporary 
support yarn can make trials possible that would otherwise fail too early in 
processing. 

This is especially relevant in product development for luxury cloth. 

 

 

 

8. Suitable Fibre Systems 
 

Typical relevant fibre systems include: 

●​ Cashmere 

●​ Baby cashmere 

●​ Alpaca 

●​ Baby alpaca 

●​ Superfine wool 

●​ Delicate luxury blends 
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●​ Very fine count animal fibre yarns 

●​ Low-strength decorative or specialty yarns used in premium woven fabrics 

Trial is especially relevant where the primary yarn is: 

●​ Unusually fine 

●​ Unusually soft 

●​ Loosely spun 

●​ Low in abrasion resistance 

●​ Unstable under weaving tension 

 

 

 

9. What the Water Soluble Yarn Must and Must Not Do 
 

This section is critical. 

It must do enough to: 

●​ Improve running behaviour 

●​ Support survivability 

●​ Reduce breakage 

●​ Stabilize processing 

It must not: 

●​ Dominate the structure 
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●​ Become the true load-bearing system 

●​ Make the fabric dependent on its continued presence 

●​ Create residue due to overuse or poor accessibility 

The correct use is minimum effective support. 

That is especially important in high-value fabrics. 

 

 

 

10. Design Logic: Minimum Effective Support 
 

For luxury fabrics, the best application is usually not the heaviest support. 

It is the most intelligent support. 

Too much soluble yarn may create: 

●​ Over-support 

●​ Difficult removal 

●​ Uneven relaxation after dissolution 

●​ Risk of altered handle or dimensional behaviour 

Too little support may provide no useful benefit. 

The correct approach is to identify the minimum level of support required to 
achieve weaving stability. 
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11. Weaving Behaviour: Process Perspective 

The water soluble yarn must survive the weaving process long enough to perform 
its support role. 

This means the weaving environment must protect it from premature weakening. 

At the same time, the main luxury yarn must not be damaged by excessive 
support tension or poor integration of the support yarn into the structure. 

This requires attention to: 

●​ Environmental exposure 

●​ Yarn path 

●​ Handling discipline 

●​ Consistency of process conditions 

 

 

 

12. Moisture Sensitivity Before Intended Dissolution 
 

This is one of the most important sections in the entire application. 

A 20°C-soluble yarn is designed for easy dissolution.​
 That means it is also more sensitive to unintended moisture exposure before use. 

Premature exposure to: 

●​ High humidity 

●​ Condensation 

●​ Wet hands 
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●​ Damp storage 

●​ Prolonged exposure after opening 

●​ Process areas with uncontrolled moisture 

may reduce the yarn’s mechanical strength before it has completed its support 
function. 

In this application, that matters greatly because the yarn is being relied on for 
temporary reinforcement. 

If it weakens too early: 

●​ Support falls 

●​ Breakage risk rises 

●​ Weaving becomes unstable 

●​ Expensive product development work may be compromised 

 

 

 

13. Storage and Pre-Weaving Handling 

Before use, the yarn should be treated as a moisture-sensitive process material. 

Important principles: 

●​ Keep in original protective packaging until required 

●​ Avoid unnecessary exposure to humid air 

●​ Avoid storage in unstable or damp areas 

●​ Do not leave opened packages exposed near wet-process zones 
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●​ Minimize unnecessary handling before weaving 

The objective is to preserve the yarn’s intended pre-dissolution behaviour. 

 

 

 

14. Handling by Operators 
 

In luxury weaving, operator discipline matters. 

The water soluble yarn should not be treated as an ordinary commodity yarn. 

Operator awareness is important because: 

●​ Hand moisture can matter 

●​ Prolonged exposure can matter 

●​ Environmental changes can matter 

●​ Small lapses in discipline may affect performance 

This is particularly relevant in mills working in warm or humid climates. 
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15. Structural Accessibility and Dissolution After 
Weaving 
 

For the support yarn to dissolve completely, it must remain accessible to water 
during wet processing. 

This depends on: 

●​ How deeply the support yarn is trapped 

●​ Density of the structure 

●​ Number of support elements used 

●​ Water flow through the fabric 

●​ Movement during washing 

●​ Duration of treatment 

If the support yarn is too deeply buried or too heavily used, removal becomes 
more difficult. 

This is why design and dissolution must be considered together from the 
beginning. 

 

 

 

16. Removal Stage and Process Validation 
 

The support yarn should ideally be removed in a controlled wet process that is 
already part of the production route or can be introduced without harming the 
luxury fibre system. 
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Validation should confirm: 

●​ Complete dissolution 

●​ No residue 

●​ No local harshness 

●​ No visible marks 

●​ No unacceptable change in handle 

●​ No distortion of the final structure 

In luxury fabrics, “it dissolved” is not enough. 

The real question is: 

What does the fabric feel, look, and behave like after dissolution and 
finishing? 

 

 

 

17. Risk of Residue 
 

Residue may occur where: 

●​ Water flow is insufficient 

●​ The structure is too dense 

●​ The yarn is overused 

●​ Processing time is too short 

●​ Dissolution conditions are inadequate 
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Residue in a luxury fabric is especially serious because even slight local 
harshness or visual inconsistency may be unacceptable. 

This makes trial work essential. 

 

 

 

18. Risk of Structural Change After Dissolution 
 

A key principle must be respected: 

The final fabric must remain structurally viable after the support yarn disappears. 

If the fabric depends on the soluble yarn to remain stable after removal, the 
design has not been solved properly. 

The water soluble yarn should strengthen processability, not replace the intrinsic 
viability of the final fabric. 

 

 

 

19. Key Advantages of This Application 
 

When correctly applied, water soluble yarn can offer: 

●​ Improved processability of fine, weak luxury yarn systems 

●​ Reduced breakage 

●​ Improved loom efficiency 
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●​ Greater design freedom 

●​ Preservation of final luxury handle 

●​ Avoidance of permanent reinforcement yarns 

●​ Potential to process constructions otherwise considered too risky 

 

 

 

20. Main Risks of This Application 
 

Main risks include: 

●​ Premature weakening from moisture exposure 

●​ Over-reinforcement 

●​ Incomplete dissolution 

●​ Residue 

●​ Structural collapse after removal 

●​ Poor match between support design and final fabric behaviour 

These risks do not mean the system should not be used.​
 

They mean the system must be engineered, not guessed. 
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21. Trial Strategy 
 

Bulk adoption should not begin with assumption. 

It should begin with staged validation. 

A practical trial path includes: 

 

Stage 1 — Concept Trial 

Confirm whether temporary support improves weaving behaviour in principle. 

 

Stage 2 — Pilot Weaving Trial 

Observe: 

●​ Breakage 

●​ Loom stability 

●​ Support effect 

●​ Handling behaviour 

 

Stage 3 — Removal Validation 

Confirm: 

●​ Complete dissolution 

●​ No residue 

●​ No drying-related fixation before complete removal 
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●​ Acceptable post-process feel 

 

Stage 4 — Final Fabric Evaluation 

Assess: 

●​ Softness 

●​ Drape 

●​ Fullness 

●​ Appearance 

●​ Premium character 

For high-value luxury fabrics, the final evaluation is as important as the weaving 
result. 

 

 

 

22. When This Application Is Most Suitable 
 

This application is most suitable where: 

●​ Yarns are fine and fragile 

●​ Fabric value is high 

●​ Process loss is expensive 

●​ Final softness and purity matter 
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●​ Permanent reinforcement is undesirable 

●​ Controlled wet finishing is available 

 

 

 

23. When Caution Is Required 
 

Additional caution is required where: 

●​ Structures are very dense 

●​ Water access during removal is poor 

●​ The mill environment is highly humid and poorly controlled 

●​ The process includes long waiting times after package opening 

●​ The soluble yarn is deeply trapped in compact zones 

●​ Finishing conditions are inconsistent 

 

 

 

24. Engineering Perspective 
 

In this application, water soluble yarn is not a raw material in the ordinary sense. 

It is a temporary process-response material used to make the weaving of 
delicate luxury structures more feasible. 
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Its success depends on balancing three things: 

●​ Enough support during weaving 

●​ Enough accessibility during dissolution 

●​ Enough structural integrity in the final fabric after removal 

This is what makes the application powerful, but also demanding. 

 

 

 

25. Summary 
 

Water soluble yarn, Ne 40/1, 20°C, can be used as a temporary support yarn in 
weaving superfine, high-value fabrics such as cashmere and alpaca. 

Its purpose is to improve processability during weaving while preserving the final 
luxury character of the cloth after removal. 

The system works best when: 

●​ Support is used intelligently and minimally 

●​ Moisture exposure before use is controlled 

●​ Dissolution conditions are validated 

●​ The final fabric is able to stand on its own after removal 

Used correctly, it can enable weaving routes that would otherwise be difficult, 
unstable, or commercially risky. 
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26. Responsibility 
 

Final performance depends on process conditions and system control. 

Users are responsible for testing, process adjustment, and validation before 
production. 

 

 

 

27. Disclaimer 
 

Performance depends on yarn system, fabric structure, environmental control, 
and process conditions. 

Validation under actual production conditions is required. 

 

 
 
 

28. Contact for Technical Support 
 

For technical queries: 

Email: info@durafil-group.com 
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